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dedication to the City of Peoria. Ardis retired 
in 2021 as the longest serving Mayor in the 
history of the City, serving for 16 years. Prior 
to his 4 terms as Mayor, he also served on 
the City Council for 6 years. We thank Mayor 
Ardis for his tireless advocacy and dedication 
to move the City forward through times of 
prosperity and adversity. His unwavering com-
mitment to the community is a testament to 
his perseverance and love for Peoria. 

During his tenure, Peoria earned the unique 
distinction of being named an All-America City. 
Mayor Ardis led the effort to create a one-of- 
a-kind program called Peoria Promise, which 
gives all students in the City the opportunity to 
attend community college with tuition reim-
bursement. Mayor Ardis’s leadership also 
helped to develop Peoria’s warehouse district 
which has brought economic development to 
the area and transformed downtown. That ef-
fort has continued recently with OSF Health 
Care’s new headquarters also coming to 
Downtown Peoria. His influence on the City of 
Peoria over the years is endless. 

In addition, Jim is a caring person that has 
always generously given his time and re-
sources to many charities and philanthropic ef-
forts that help people. One shining example is 
his dedication to the St. Jude Memphis to Pe-
oria Run that raises money for children with 
cancer. Jim has dedicated his professional 
and personal life to the Peoria community and 
continues to do so now after his time as 
Mayor with his role at the OSF Foundation. I 
appreciate our friendship and his commitment 
to public service. I wish Jim great success in 
all his future endeavors. 
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HONORING JOSE ALVARADO AS 
IOWAN OF THE WEEK 

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 13, 2022 

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, I rise to honor 
Jose Alvarado as Iowan of the Week. Jose 
has lived in Iowa for over two decades and 
over this time he has shown a clear commit-
ment to improving the Latino community and 
Iowa as a whole. With a clear understanding 
of the issues facing the Latino community in 
Iowa, Jose has successfully implemented 
community-oriented solutions. 

Jose founded the LatinX Immigrants of Iowa 
organization in 2016 to help people. With the 
Latino population of Iowa continuing to grow, 
organizations such as Jose’s have taken on 
increased importance. LatinX Immigrants of 
Iowa has been able to provide legal, financial, 
and civic programs. Lawsuits and mortgages/ 
leases can be quite technical ordeals, and any 
language barrier only makes for a more com-
plicated situation. Jose recognized this issue, 
and the organization he founded ensures that 
no Latino individual is left behind. 

Over the past 2 years, the organization has 
been on the front lines in COVID–19 re-
sponse. Jose and his organization recognized 
the need for more Spanish-specific COVID–19 
information and community vaccination clinics. 
Leveraging the organization’s resources and 
connections, LatinX Immigrants of Iowa was 
able to vaccinate approximately 1,600 individ-
uals in the Des Moines area from COVID–19 
in a comfortable and familiar setting. While 

this is already an impressive accomplishment, 
Jose plans to put on another vaccine clinic 
event in January as well. Ensuring that 
COVID–19 information is shared with all peo-
ple is a crucial part of how we can effectively 
curtail COVID–19 transmission, and I’m thank-
ful for Jose and LatinX Immigrants of Iowa’s 
efforts to cover the Latino community in this 
critical time. 

Jose and LatinX Immigrants of Iowa also or-
ganize large community gathering events. 
These events promote Latino heritage and 
community-building in Central Iowa. This year, 
the organization put on a successful Diá de 
los Muertos (Day of the Dead) celebration in 
Des Moines with the goal to make it as au-
thentic as possible. As Jose turns towards 
2022, they will kick off the new year with a Diá 
de los Reyes Magos (3 King’s Day) celebra-
tion, which is a popular holiday for the Latino 
community. These events, in addition to regu-
larly scheduled education classes, help ensure 
that Latinos know that there is a place for 
them in Iowa. 

Jose strengthens Iowa’s community through 
his dedicated public service. I look forward to 
following him and his organization as they 
continue to move forward serving the commu-
nity, and I am proud to name Jose Alvarado 
as Iowan of the Week. 
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HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PASSING OF VICE 
ADMIRAL PAUL FREDERICK FOS-
TER, USN 

HON. RON ESTES 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 13, 2022 

Mr. ESTES. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 50th anniversary of the passing of 
Vice Admiral Paul Frederick Foster, USN. 
Over his distinguished 23-year career in the 
United States Navy, Vice Admiral Foster be-
came the first naval officer to be awarded the 
Navy Cross, the Distinguished Service Medal, 
and our Nation’s highest military distinction, 
the Medal of Honor. 

Born in Wichita, Kansas, the son of a Con-
gregationalist minister, he spent his early 
years traveling the west with his father, living 
in Kansas, Utah, Oklahoma, and Idaho before 
his appointment to the United States Naval 
Academy. At the academy, he reached the 
rank of cadet commander and served as com-
mander of the Midshipmen Battalion. Upon 
graduation in 1911, he was assigned to var-
ious postings in the Caribbean Sea. In 1914, 
then-Ensign Foster took part in the Battle of 
Veracruz during the United States’ intervention 
against Mexican dictator Victoriano Huerta. At 
the head of his company, he led his sailors 
ashore during the fighting on April 21 and 22, 
1914. He was awarded the Medal of Honor for 
his leadership, heroism, and courage under 
enemy fire. His commendation cites that ‘‘Ens. 
Foster was eminent and conspicuous in his 
conduct, leading his men with skill and cour-
age’’. 

Upon his return to the United States in 
1915, Vice Admiral Foster became one of the 
first American naval officers to undergo sub-
marine instruction. He served as executive of-
ficer on the experimental submarine G–4 and 
participated in maneuvers along the Eastern 

Seaboard. When the United States joined the 
Allies in World War I, Vice Admiral Foster was 
sent to England and served on U.S. Sub-
marine L–2. In 1918, he was awarded the 
Navy Distinguished Service Medal for his part 
in sinking one of the three enemy submarines 
sunk during the war. 

After World War I, he returned to peacetime 
duty back in the United States. In 1924, during 
a training accident on the USS Trenton, with 
total disregard for his safety, Vice Admiral 
Foster entered a burning gun turret and extin-
guished the fire both inside the turret and on 
the clothing of the crew members, saving their 
lives. For this act of valor, he was decorated 
with the Navy Cross. He retired from active 
duty in 1929 but remained a member of the 
Navy Reserve. 

Vice Admiral Foster was recalled to active 
duty in 1941 following the attack on Pearl Har-
bor. President Franklin D. Roosevelt directly 
tasked him to conduct special naval inspec-
tions worldwide during the Second World War. 
As Assistant Inspector General of the Navy, 
Vice Admiral Foster examined bases across 
the globe, overseeing operations and ensuring 
the security, effectiveness, and safety of U.S. 
naval operations in North America, Europe, 
and the Pacific. He received the Legion of 
Merit and Navy Commendation Medal for his 
essential service. He retired from the Navy 
fully in October 1946 with the rank of vice ad-
miral. 

The end of his military service did not mark 
the end of his career in public service. In 
1954, Vice Admiral Foster was appointed by 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower to be the as-
sistant general manager for international ac-
tivities at the Atomic Energy Commission 
(AEC) and later general manager of the com-
mission, advancing the United States’ peaceful 
pursuit of atomic power. Finally, in 1959, 
President Eisenhower appointed him perma-
nent U.S. representative to the International 
Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna, furthering 
U.S. leadership in managing the peacetime 
development of atomic science and tech-
nology through the ‘‘Atoms for Peace’’ initia-
tive. During his service in Vienna, he had the 
opportunity to meet with several world leaders, 
including Pope John XXIII. After retiring in 
1961, Vice Admiral Foster settled in Virginia 
Beach. He passed away on Jan. 30, 1972, at 
the age of 82. In a tribute to his years of serv-
ice, the Spruance-class destroyer USS Paul F. 
Foster was named in his honor in 1976. A true 
American hero, Vice Admiral Foster’s legacy 
lives on through his family, friends, and com-
mitment to service to his country. I hope the 
rest of my colleagues will join me in honoring 
his memory on the 50th anniversary of his 
passing on Jan. 30, 2022. 
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RECOGNIZING MICHAEL ‘‘MIKE’’ K. 
SHIELDS OF THE BAYTOWN- 
WEST CHAMBERS COUNTY ECO-
NOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOUNDA-
TION 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 13, 2022 

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Michael ‘‘Mike’’ K. Shields for his 
outstanding service to the City of Baytown and 
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West Chambers County, Texas. After serving 
as the Executive Director of the Baytown-West 
Chambers County Economic Development 
Foundation for the last 36 years, Mike will be 
retiring this month. 

For nearly four decades, Mike has been a 
driving force for regional economic growth. 
Without a doubt, his work has improved the 
quality of life for all living in the City of Bay-
town and the surrounding community. 

Over the years, Mike played a major role in 
landing many significant developments and 
project expansions, including the establish-
ment of a regional logistics hub, a distribution 
center for a multinational retail corporation, a 
multinational steel-making company, and the 
largest master-planned, rail-and-barge-served 
industrial park in the U.S. He was also instru-
mental in creating the Cedar Bayou Navigation 
District as well as the various improvement 
districts in Chambers County. These projects 
yielded numerous high-paying jobs for Bay-
town and generated a multitude of support 
from countless businesses in the Greater 
Houston area, including critical industries 
along the Houston Ship Channel. 

During his tenure, Mike collaborated with 
key stakeholders, such as the City of Bay-
town, Chambers County, Harris County, the 
Port of Houston, the Greater Houston Partner-
ship, the State of Texas, the Houston-Gal-
veston Area Council, and the Baytown Cham-
ber of Commerce to diversify the economy 
and enhance growth and prosperity within the 
region. In addition, he actively contributed to 
the industrial development of the Greater 
Houston area through his memberships in the 
Texas Economic Development Council and 
the International Economic Development 
Council. 

As if these significant accomplishments 
were not enough, Mike also served his nation 
honorably as an infantryman in the U.S. Army 
during the Vietnam War. During the war, his 
unit ran Reconnaissance-in-Force (RIF) mis-
sions to determine the location of enemy com-
batants for artillery strikes. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Mike Shields for 
his momentous contributions to the economic 
development of the City of Baytown, West 
Chambers County, and the surrounding com-
munities over the last 36 years. Our region 
has a flourishing economy, in large part to 
Mike’s efforts, and I wish him and his family all 
the best in retirement. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KATHLEEN M. RICE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 13, 2022 

Miss RICE of New York. Madam Speaker, I 
was necessarily absent from votes on 
Wednesday, December 8, 2021. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: 

YEA on Roll Call No. 409; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 426; YEA on Roll Call No. 427; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 428; YEA on Roll Call No. 429; 
YEA on Roll Call No. 430; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 431; YEA on Roll Call No. 432; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 433; YEA on Roll Call No. 434; 
and YEA on Roll Call No. 435. 

HONORING LINDA JACOBS 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 13, 2022 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Linda Jacobs upon her 
20-year anniversary as Chief Executive Officer 
of the Center for Volunteer and Nonprofit 
Leadership (CVNL). 

Over the past 20 years, Linda has directed 
CVNL through significant growth, encouraging 
nonprofit development and volunteerism by 
empowering local communities, bolstering 
leadership, and championing innovation 
throughout the Bay Area. With 26 years of Ex-
ecutive Director experience and over 40 years 
as a leader in the nonprofit space, Linda 
brings a unique depth of knowledge in non-
profit governance and board development that 
has propelled CVNL through multiple mergers. 

Linda has served on numerous boards 
throughout her prolific career, including on 
Marin County’s School to Career Partnership 
Board of Directors and nationally for the 
Points of Light Global Network Affiliate Assem-
bly. 

Linda is the powerhouse behind the scenes 
of CVNL, working tirelessly to develop effec-
tive and strong nonprofit leadership throughout 
the North Bay and extended region. Her work 
to elevate others and create monumental and 
positive impact through nonprofit leadership is 
renowned and appreciated by numerous col-
leagues, her staff, and the many nonprofits 
she serves. 

Linda’s commitment to the Bay Area com-
munity has been, and will continue to be, pro-
ductive and enduring. Madam Speaker, I re-
spectfully ask that you join me in expressing 
gratitude to Linda for her enduring commit-
ment to public service and extending heartfelt 
congratulations on her 20th anniversary with 
the Center for Volunteer and Nonprofit Leader-
ship, and best wishes for years to come. 

f 

RESOLUTION HONORING ALPHA 
KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC. 
ON REACHING THE HISTORIC 
MILESTONE OF 114 YEARS OF 
SERVING COMMUNITIES 

HON. ALMA S. ADAMS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 13, 2022 

Ms. ADAMS. Madam Speaker, along with 
my Congressional sorors, I rise to re-introduce 
this Resolution honoring Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc. for her 114th anniversary. 
Throughout these 114 years, AKA sorors have 
carried out the mission of AKA with pride and 
strength. As my sorors near and far continue 
to carry out the meaningful mission of AKA, I 
extend my respect to all. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 13, 2022 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today regarding missed votes. Had I been 

present for roll call vote number 1, On the Call 
of the House, I would have voted ‘‘Present.’’ 
Had I been present for roll call vote number 2, 
On Ordering the Previous Question, providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 1836) Guard 
and Reserve GI Bill Parity Act; providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4673) Ensuring 
Veterans’ Smooth Transition Act; and for other 
purposes, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ Had I 
been present for roll call vote number 3, on 
Agreeing to the Resolution, providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 1836) Guard and 
Reserve GI Bill Parity Act; providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 4673) Ensuring Vet-
erans’ Smooth Transition Act; and for other 
purposes, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF HOLLY JAREK 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 13, 2022 

Mr. NEAL. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to honor Holly Jarek, a 
leader in the field of providing compassionate 
care to children and young adults who are se-
verely developmentally delayed and with com-
plex medical needs. Holly recently retired, and 
I would like to take a moment to highlight just 
a few of her accomplishments. 

After graduating from Cathedral High School 
in Springfield, Massachusetts, Holly went on to 
attend Boston University’s School of Nursing, 
where she received a B.S. and M.S. in Child 
Health Nursing. From there, she received her 
Doctorate from the University of Alabama in 
Health Services Administration. Her doctoral 
work explored the administrative challenges 
facing pediatric long-term care administrators. 

Holly’s experience includes a decade work-
ing with the University of Massachusetts Med-
ical Center in a variety of leadership and edu-
cational roles. She was also a full-time faculty 
member at the University of Massachusetts 
Nursing School during this time, specializing in 
pediatrics and technology-based care. After 
leaving UMass Medical, she spent ten years in 
the private sector, where she established 
home care programs for medically fragile chil-
dren throughout the United States and Can-
ada in her capacity as a National Program 
Manager with Olsten Health Services. From 
there, she returned to the non-profit sector 
with the Franciscan Children’s Hospital. She 
served as Vice President of Seven Hills Foun-
dation and Administrator at Seven Hills Pedi-
atric Centers in Groton and Hopedale, Massa-
chusetts. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Holly on sev-
eral occasions in Washington during her time 
as Chair of the Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities Committee of the American Health 
Care Association. She was a strong advocate 
on behalf of the most vulnerable in our soci-
ety, and her leadership will be truly missed. 

Madam Speaker, in light of Holly’s many ac-
complishments in her field, I would like to 
thank her for her steadfast service, and offer 
my personal best wishes for a long, happy, 
and healthy retirement. 
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